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Good evening, 
Something that happened on the weekend gives an example of bad Government in S.A., 
and how the Labor party's proposals to deal with the matters of the kind in question have 
been adamantly refused by Sir Thomas Playford and his Govt of yes men. 
It has been clearly established that to safeguard the public property there needs to be an 
effective circle of financial control of the expenditure of Govt, monies. 
The Government needs to get approval for public works projects on any large scale from a 
Parliamentary committee which has to consider all such projects. It has to get approval of 
parliament for its projected expenditure. The Auditor General has to examine Govt, 
expenditure and see that it is authorised. But in S.A. the one thing they needed to complete 
the circle of financial control is missing - a standing Parliamentary committee to enquire into 
spending to see that it is effective and efficient. Labor Party motions have been moved in the 
House of Assembly on numerous occasions to set up a public accounts committee - they 
have always been voted out by Sir Thomas Playford and the dragooned minority 
representatives who sit behind him. 
Quotes from Hansard 
1547. 1548-9. 1550-51. 
[END PAGE] 
Now at the weekend I raised the question of the Cobalt Bombs bought for the R.A.H. 
You may have seen the report in the Sunday Mail -
The department answer was this, that no patients had suffered because of non-use of the 
bombs, & that they would soon be in use. 
But they did not explain why thousands of pounds of public money has been wasted. It is 
just this sort of thing that a public accounts committee could have enquired into. But our 
dictator is not concerned to see that the public is protected. He wants to keep up the illusion 
that S.A. is well-governed not by promoting efficiency in Government departments, but by 
seeing that there is no means by which the public can find out about the inefficiencies. 
Goodnight 
[END PAGE] 
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